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1761 to 1765 the King had ruled through Bute and Gren-
ville. He had forced the peace of Paris on the country
by means of unprecedented bribery, and had asserted his
authority with a temerity that did not stop short of dis-
missing soldiers from their places because they disapproved
of the peace. For one year (July 1765 to 1766) the Govern-
ment had been conducted on other principles. Rockingham
had been made Prime Minister, because the King was
piqued by Grenville and Pitt had refused to form a
Ministry without Temple who was himself pledged to
Grenville. The first Rockingham Ministry did three im-
portant things in spite of the King. It carried a con-
demnation of general warrants; it restored the officials
who had been dismissed on account of their opposition to
the peace; and it repealed the Stamp Act The last great
measure was unfortunately accompanied by the Declaratory
Act, asserting the right of England to tax America, a con-
cession to English opinion which Mr. Lecky considers was
indispensable.
The Rockingham Ministry in the circumstances of its
birth, its life, and its death was merely a concrete illus-
tration of the strength of the King's system. Its great
weakness from the first was the absence of Pitt. It was
the supreme necessity of the moment that Pitt should
join the Ministry, and yet the most lavish concessions left
him aloof and constrained. He agreed with the policy of the
Government; he could have held any position he liked, and
he rejected all overtures with an unconcealed and irritable
suspicion.1 Rockingham never forgave him, and Pitt's con-
duct in that crisis is probably the explanation of Burke's
lasting dislike. This great public catastrophe may be ex-
plained on various grounds. If individuals have no virtues,
said Junius, their vices may be of use to us. No master of
intrigue ever excelled George in the art of marshalling even
the virtues of public men in the great army of public vices
1 etConfidence," he said, <cis a plant of slow growth in an aged bosom;
youth is the season of credulity."